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4/12/78 MEN'S TRACK MEET PROMISES TO BE ANOTHER CLOSE ONE
sports local rosenthal/jg ’
MISSOULA—
This Friday's Montana Co-ed track and field meet promises to be another close
one.
For the past two years the meet has been decided at the wire. Montana beat 
Eastern Washington by five points two springs ago, 83-78. Last spring, Eastern 
Washington beat the Griz by six points, 83-77. Montana State finished with 30 points.
The three participating teams should, again, be very evenly matched in both the 
men's and women's portions.
Montana and Eastern Washington get the nod ahead of Montana State in the men's 
portion by virtue of better balance. UM and EWSC match-up well in the sprints and the 
jumps, while MSU sports strength in the javelin, pole vault and distance events. UM 
appears to have the advantage, however, in the majority of distance events, due to 
better depth. The Grizzlies should also fare very well in the 400 meters, both hurdle 
events, and the shot put. Senior Gene Popovich of Butte has been throwing between 
53 and 54 feet this week in practice. His best in a meet was 53-11 in the Montana 
Triangular, a couple of weeks ago.
According to UM Men s Track Coach Harley Lewis, five jumpers from the three schools 
have gone 6-8 or better in the high jump and three pole vaulters have cleared 15-0 
in that event.
Montana State would appear to have the edge in the women's meet, with better depth 
than UM or Eastern Washington. It too, however, should be a closely contested affair. 
Last year the GrizzlyGals took a 62-57 decision from MSU. EWSC was third with 49 points.
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"Eastern Washington has some quality athletes and Montana State has shown great 
improvement, so we're looking for another close meet," Lewis said. "The men will 
also be running the 10,000 meters and the steeplechase to give everyone an opportunity 
to compete. We're really looking forward to this track meet. It should be a good
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